[The elderly patient in cardiology].
This paper summarizes the special aspects of cardiovascular disease in the elderly. Arterial hypertension, heart failure and electrical disturbances may often lead to a different therapeutic approach in this clinical setting. Myocardial infarction is often complicated and may lead to considerable disability; therefore, thrombolytic therapy should be considered also in elderly patients. Coronary angioplasty and heart surgery are successfully performed in patients greater than or equal to 80 years of age, but special consideration has to be given to the functional states and the presence of concomitant disease in these patients.